
VILLAGE OF CAZENOVIA 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION/ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

April 25, 2022 

 

Members Present:  Gene Gissin, Ted Bartlett, Bill Paben 
 
Members Absent:  Dan Kuper, Scott Shannon and Alternate Betsy Moore 
 
Also Present:   Michael MacHugh 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
>>>>>>>>>> 
 

MINUTES 
 

T. Bartlett:  Does anyone have any comments or corrections on the February 2022 
HPC minutes? 
 
G. Gissin:  I make a motion to accept the minutes as submitted. 
 
B. Paben:  I second it. 
 
Minutes were approved as submitted 3-0 
>>>>>>>>>> 
 

GAMBEE RESIDENCE 
28 SULLIVAN STREET 

SIDING 
 

The property at 28 Sullivan Street is located within the Cazenovia Village Historic 
District. 
 
Work proposed for the exterior of the building and site is subject to review by the 
HPC for a Certificate of Compatibility per Section 180-32.7 of the Village Code. 
The application included: 



1.  Siding 
 
Ms. Gambee was not present and there was not enough information with the 
application to review.   The application will be added to May’s HPC Agenda. 
 
>>>>>>>>>> 
 

MAC HUGH RESIDENCE 
2 GREEN STREET 

WINDOWS 
 

The property at 2 Green Street is located within the Cazenovia Village Historic 
District. 
 
Work proposed for the exterior of the building and site is subject to review by the 
HPC for a Certificate of Compatibility per Section 180-32.7 of the Village Code.   
 
This application includes: 

1. Replacement Windows 
 
Michael Mac Hugh presented the application.  Mr. Mac Hugh would like to 
replace 5 windows with Home Depot Vantage Point vinyl windows.   The windows 
will be the same size and there will be no structural change.   
 
The other windows in the house are also vinyl. 
 
A brief discussion occurred.   
 
G. Gissin:  Made a motion to accept the application as submitted. 
 
B. Paben:  I second it. 
 
The proposed work falls under the rehabilitation standards as found in the 
Secretary of the Interiors Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties as 
referenced in Section 180.26 of the Village Code. 
 



This application is a Type II action under the State Environmental Quality Review 
Act (SEQR) 617.5© 10.  The approval of this application will not have any 
significant or adverse effect on the environment.  No further SEQR action is 
required. 
 
T. Bartlett:  Any further discussion?   All in favor? 
 
The application for a sign at 2 Green Street was approved as submitted by a vote 
of 3-0. 
 
T. Bartlett:   Your next step is to see Bill Carr, for a building permit.   
>>>>>>>>>> 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

T. Bartlett:  CLG requires the HPC do a training session once a year.  The HPC 

members have not been doing them the last few years.  There is the Preservation 

League, there are several training sessions in Rochester and this fall there will be a 

couple sessions in Syracuse.  We need to get the training done this year. 

>>>>>>>>>>> 

T. Bartlett:  I am Vice-President of Cazenovia Heritage, which is a group that 

protects the architecture of the Village.     The group has started an initiative in 

which Mike MacHugh is in charge of and it is called the Albany Street initiative 

and required maintenance.  Mr. MacHugh is on a group on a social media site that 

is upset at the way Albany Street has been looking run down.    Cazenovia 

Heritage (non-profit group) talked with the Mayor about how to get this moving.  

T. Bartlett provided paperwork to the board members on the 2 sections in the 

Village Code, which covers the property maintenance.   

T. Bartlett:  One of our mandates is to encourage good maintenance.   The HPC 

has never really done this before.  I would like the HPC to take an initiative and 

work over the next year with the Cazenovia Heritage and Bill Carr.  I would like to 

look at the buildings and take an inventory of ones that need work.  2 buildings 

currently that come to mind is the Dwyer Building and the Trush Building.  The 

way the code law reads the HPC can tell the Mayor or the Code Enforcement 

Officer about the issues and the Village is supposed to contact the owners about 



getting it fixed.    We do not want to upset anyone that is why I would like to see 

the HPC over the next 6 months to come with a gentle way to handle this.  The 

Heritage Group has agreed to walk down the street and give a list of what is 

deficient to the Village and see how they would like to proceed.   Members of 

Cazenovia Heritage met with Mayor Wheeler and the Village Board.  Not trying to 

force an issue, but it is in the law and we need to figure out how to enforce it.  

Cazenovia Village and Cazenovia Heritage sent out a letter to the businesses 

owners to let them know what is going on.  I would like the HPC to authorize the 

HPC to take an initiative to work the Cazenovia Heritage to figure out a system to 

generate inventory 

G. Gissin:  This is the historic district only. 

T. Bartlett: Yes, right now it is only Albany Street. 

G.Gissin:   Many years ago, the Village had block grants and many of the owners 

that are still the owners now did not want to participate.   

T. Bartlett:  When I talked to the family of the Dwyer building, they informed me 

that they want to do it right.  There are tax credits that the owners can take.  The 

Village could go for another grant.    Since May is preservation month, I was 

thinking if in March or April have our paperwork together and give it to the Village 

for preservation month.    It should be done annually. 

G. Gissin:  I agree with you, but the issue is money.  I own a historic building and I 

have not been able to get any financial assistance, it has to come out of my own 

pocket.  I think for me to tell you to fix your building at your cost is scary.  Where 

does it say that the Village or anyone else has to say you need to fix this or else. 

T. Bartlett:  The Cazenovia Heritage is assisting in doing the evaluation. 

G. Gissin:  I understand that, but as an owner, I am being told what to do with my 

private building and there is no real money to do it.  Those buildings need a lot of 

money.  I do not want to upset people and they say they are going to sell it and 

walk away from it.   This is my personal opinion.  I am a strong supporter of 

preservation in this village. 

T. Bartlett:  This is the first step.  It has to be handled with gentle hands.   I just did 

a zoom meeting last week about what tax credits are available for commercial 

properties in the historic district.   



G. Gissin:  I agree, but I think we should have some backers to help do the work. 

 

B. Paben:  There has to be a solution that we can offer to help them.  

T. Bartlett:  I want the HPC to take a few months to do this. 

G. Gissin:  If it is safety issue is one thing, if it is a cosmetic issue, I do not think 

anything can be done. 

T. Bartlett:  I would like the HPC to take the initiative.   

G. Gissin:   I agree, we do not need many groups making this decision.  It should 

be the Village decision.    Who is the Lead on this? 

M. MacHugh:  That would be me.  Caz Heritage is not looking to take this on. We 

have multiple projects on our list that we are trying to figure out who is the best 

group to be responsible for.  This is just one thing that was brought up.  We had a 

meeting to prioritize with the community and what they wanted us to focus on.  

This was the maybe number 2 next to Gothic Cottage to focus on.  That is where it 

all started.  We are not looking to have Caz Heritage to continue, it is more 

helping to set up HPC or whoever needs to be set up  and then we move on to the 

next thing. 

G. Gissin:  I like the concept but as an owner of 150 plus year old building and 

have had no help to restore it.  It has to be geared towards historic preservation-

not just to one block.  When it is only one block, all other people going to look at 

it as not my problem.  It is a business district problem.   Other people get the 

benefits, but the Town person is not putting any money in to it. 

B. Paben: I feel comfortable to do an inventory to suggest this particular building 

needs this done. 

M. MacHugh: I think that is a good start to.  We had drafted a work sheet where 

things like that can be identified. A lot of these buildings are not owned by people 

who live there, like Empire Management.  How often are they physically in 

Cazenovia?  They do not know what the issues are.  

 



M. Machugh:  We sent out a letter as a first step that says Caz Heritage exists; join 

for us this message/mission SHIPO meeting. It is not bringing to the attention that 

there is an actual problem.  Most are owned by larger companies or by people 

who live outside of the area and do not even know there is an issue. 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:21 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Susan Dady 

Village Clerk 

Village of Cazenovia 

 


